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REPORT NO: 8.3 

REPORT TITLE: Place Names Policy Review 

SOURCE: Megan Kruger, Manager Governance 
 Peter Faull, Coordinator Governance  

DIVISION: Finance & Governance 

FILE NO: HCC11/739 

POLICY: Place Names Policy 

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE: 3.2: Deliver responsible and transparent governance, 
services and sustainable assets that respond to 
community needs 

ATTACHMENT:  1.  Place Names Policy (Updated Version)      

 

1. SUMMARY OF REPORT: 

1.1 Council’s Place Names Policy has been reviewed and updated with proposed changes 
following the release of the Naming Rules for Places in Victoria - Statutory Requirements 
for Naming Roads, Features and Localities in 2022.  

1.2 It is recommended that the updated Place Names Policy be placed on public exhibition 
for a period of 28 days to seek the community’s views on proposed changes to the policy. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATION: 

2.1 THAT Council places the updated Place Names Policy, which is provided as 
Attachment 1 of this report, on public exhibition for a period of 28 days to seek the 
community’s views on proposed changes to the policy. 

2.2 THAT Council notes that a further report will be presented to Council for 
consideration following the conclusion of the public exhibition period.   

 
3. LEGISLATIVE POWERS: 

3.1 Geographic Place Names Act 1998 (the Act); 

3.2 The Naming Rules for Places in Victoria – Statutory Requirements for Naming Road, 
Features and Localities 2022 (the Naming Rules) which are given effect under that Act; 

4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 

There is no expenditure associated with reviewing Council’s Place Names Policy. 

5. ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS: 

There are no environmental sustainability implications in respect to this report. 

6. CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION CONSIDERATIONS: 

There are no climate change adaptation implications in respect to this report. 

7. CHARTER OF HUMAN RIGHTS APPLICATION: 

The rights protected in the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 were 
considered and it was determined that no rights are engaged in the recommendations made 
to Council in this report. 

8. COMMUNITY CONSULTATION: 

It is recommended that Council places the updated Place Names Policy on public exhibition 
for a period of 28 days to seek the community’s views on proposed changes to this policy. 
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9. DISCUSSION: 

9.1 Council’s Place Names Policy is applied to investigate and determine proposals to assign 
or amend names of places (being a road, feature or locality) or to amend the boundaries 
of a road, feature or locality. This policy is also followed to establish an Avenue of 
Honour. 

9.2 This policy was last reviewed in August 2017 following the release of the 2016 edition of 
the Naming Rules. A 2022 edition of the Naming Rules has now been released. The 
requirements of Council, in its capacity as a Naming Authority, remain unchanged under 
the Naming Rules.  

9.3 The Naming Rules include the Naming Principles. The Naming Principles must be used 
in conjunction with the relevant statutory requirements outlined in various sections of the 
Naming Rules. The Naming Principles are designed to ensure that names are enduring 
and there is no ambiguity, confusion, error or discrimination caused by the naming or 
locality boundary change process. All naming principles are equally important. 

9.4 The following table explains the differences between the Naming Principles in the 2022 
edition of the Naming Rules from the General Principles (which are now referred to as 
the Naming Principles) in the 2016 edition of the Naming Rules: 

2022 Naming Principles 2016 General Principles Change to Principle  
(if applicable) 

Principle (A) 
Ensuring Public Safety 
 

Principle (A) 
Ensuring Public Safety 
 

No change 

Principle (B) 
Recognising the Public 
Interest 
 

Principle (B) 
Recognising the Public 
Interest 
 

No change 

Principle (C) 
Linking the Name to Place 

Principle (C) 
Linking the Name to Place 

No change 

Principle (D) 
Ensuring Names Are Not 
Duplicated 

Principle (D) 
Ensuring Names are Not 
Duplicated 

No change 

Principle (E) 
Recognition and Use of 
Traditional Owner 
Languages 

Principle (E) 
Names Must not be 
Discriminatory 

General Principle E from the 2016 
edition of the Naming Rules (Names 
Must Not Be Discriminatory) is now 
Naming Principle F, with the 
updated title of Names Must Not 
Discriminate or be Offensive. 
 
Additional guidance is provided on 
consulting with Traditional Owner 
Groups.  

Principle (F)  
Names Must not 
Discriminate or be 
Offensive 

Principle (F)  
Recognition and Use of 
Aboriginal Languages in 
Naming 

General Principle F from the 2016 
edition of the Naming Rules 
(Recognition and Use of Aboriginal 
Languages in Naming) is now 
Naming Principle F, with the 
updated title of Recognition and use 
of Traditional Owner languages. 
 
Additional guidance is provided on 
existing names which are 
considered to be derogatory or 
patently offensive. 

Principle (G)  
Gender Equality  

Principle (G)  
Dual Names 

General Principle G from the 2016 
edition of the Naming Rules (Dual 
Names) is now Naming Principle H. 
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2022 Naming Principles 2016 General Principles Change to Principle  
(if applicable) 

 
Naming Principle G, Gender 
Equality, is a new principle which 
encourages gender equality in 
naming.   

Principle (H) 
Dual Names 

Principle (H)  
Using Commemorative 
Names 

General Principle H from the 2016 
edition of the Naming Rules (Using 
Commemorative Names) is now 
Naming Principle I. 

Principle (I)  
Using Commemorative 
Names 

Principle (I)  
Using Commercial and 
Business Names  

General Principle I from the 2016 
edition of the Naming Rules (Using 
Commercial and Business Names) 
is now Naming Principle J. 
 
This principle now includes a 
condition that commemorative 
names of a deceased person 
should be applied no less than two 
years posthumously. If a naming 
authority wishes to name within two 
years it is required to seek an 
exemption. 

Principle (J)  
Using Commercial and 
Business Names 

Principle (J)  
Language 

General Principle I from the 2016 
edition of the Naming Rules 
(Language) is now Naming 
Principle K. 

Principle (K)  
Language 

Principle (K)  
Directional Names to be 
Avoided 

General Principle I from the 2016 
edition of the Naming Rules 
(Directional Names to be Avoided) 
is now Naming Principle L. 

Principle (L)  
Directional Names to be 
Avoided 

Principle (L)  
Assigning Extent to a 
Road, Feature or Locality 

General Principle L from the 2016 
edition of the Naming Rules 
(Assigning Extent to a Road, 
Feature or Locality) is now Naming 
Principle M. 

Principle (M)  
Assigning Extent to a 
Road, Feature or Locality 

 This not a new principle, it is an 
existing principle which has been 
allocated a new reference number. 

 

9.5 Of note to Council is the addition of new Naming Principle G, Gender Equality, which 
encourages gender equality in naming, and the new condition under Naming Principle I, 
Using Commemorative Names, that commemorative names of a deceased person 
should be applied no less than two years posthumously, with a naming authority required 
to seek an exemption if it wishes to use the name of a deceased person within 2 years.  

9.6 As part of its efforts to promote gender equality, Council is undertaking a project focused 
on getting more public places named after women. This project will be delivered by a 
team of students working two days per week, over a period of three months. The project 
seeks to deliver the following key outputs: 

9.6.1 Review and assessment of existing public place names in the municipality. This 
is expected to focus on names assigned to Council owned/operated buildings, 
facilities, parks, and open spaces. It is not expected to include street names. 
This will include the students compiling a spreadsheet of existing public place 
names in the Hume municipality and simple analysis to determine the overall 
proportion of public places in the Hume municipality that are named after men 
vs. women. 
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9.6.2 Development of a database of prominent local women. To develop this 
database, students will be required to consult and engage with a range of 
community groups and historical societies within the Hume City community. 

9.6.3 Identification of appropriate policies or procedures that could support Council to 
work toward gender equality in public place naming over time. This will require 
students to identify best-practice policies and procedures, to develop an 
understanding of existing public place naming processes in place at Council, 
before making recommendations on policies/procedures that could be 
established by Council to work toward gender equity in public place naming. 

9.7 A Gender Impact Assessment will also be completed for the Place Names Policy prior to 
a final policy being presented to Council for consideration following community 
consultation.  

9.8 Other changes that are proposed in the updated Place Names Policy are as follows: 

9.8.1 It is proposed that the Chief Executive Officer, under the power delegated to 
them by Council, may approve the commencement of community consultation 
of an application that is being considered under the Place Names Policy on the 
condition that it is compliant with the Naming Principles contained within the 
Naming Rules. This delegation would not apply to applications made to use a 
commemorative name, a business or commercial name or a name using 
Traditional Owner language, except if the name is already well known in an 
unofficial capacity by the local community.  It is also proposed that the Chief 
Executive Officer may sub-delegate this power to the Chief Financial Officer, 
Manager Governance or Coordinator Governance. 

(a) This change is proposed so that in limited circumstances some types of 
applications can be assessed by officers under delegated authority and 
proceed directly to community consultation if the application is compliant 
with the Naming Principles.  

(b) An example of the use of this proposed delegated power would be officer 
approval of the commencement of community consultation on a proposal 
to officially name a reserve after the street that the reserve is located in, 
for example, a proposal to name a reserve in Smith Street the ‘Smith 
Street Reserve’. 

(c) All applications will continue to be presented to Council for final decisions, 
and it is not proposed that the authority to make final decisions is sub-
delegated to officers, or that the Chief Executive Officer will use their 
delegated power to make the final decision on an application. 

9.8.2 The updated policy includes a clause in which Council acknowledges inequity 
in the naming of places and it commits to working towards equity in place 
naming in relation to gender, traditional owner names and languages and 
names and languages which reflect Hume City’s modern multicultural society.   

9.8.3 The updated policy provides clarification on the criteria set out in the Naming 
Rules on when a living person can be commemorated, which is in exceptional 
circumstances and following an application to the Registrar of Geographic 
Names which outlines the reasons for proposing a living person’s name, 
including but not limited to evidence about the person’s achievements which are 
of national or state significance, and relevant history and association to the area 
which ensures a link to place. 
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9.8.4 A copy of a Quick Guide on the use of the Naming Rules has been included as 
an attachment to the updated Place Names Policy, and the submission template 
which is included with the policy has been updated where required so that it is 
compliant with the updated Naming Rules. 

9.8.5 Other minor formatting changes have been made, and text reviewed and 
removed where it is no longer required or if it is duplicating information that is 
provided in the Naming Rules.  

9.9 Council also has a Memorialisation Within the Municipality of Hume Policy. This policy 
will be reviewed separately to this current review of the Place Names Policy.   

 

10. CONCLUSION: 

It is proposed that the update version of Council’s Place Names Policy, which is provided as 
Attachment 1 of this report, be placed public exhibition for a period of 28 days to seek the 
community’s views on the changed proposed to this policy. 
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