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REPORT NO: 0.0 
REPORT TITLE: Historical Street Name Signs - Proposed Locations and 

Text 
SOURCE: Joel Kimber, Acting Manager Governance  
DIVISION: Finance & Governance 
FILE NO: - 
POLICY: - 
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE: 3.2: Deliver responsible and transparent governance, 

services and sustainable assets that respond to 
community needs 

ATTACHMENTS:  1.  Suggested Streets and Historical Street Sign Text 
2.  Maps of the Suggested Streets 
3.  Submissions From Historical Groups      

 
1. SUMMARY OF REPORT: 

1.1 At its meeting held on 9 October 2023, Council approved the commencement of a six-
week community consultation period to allow members of the public and historical and 
heritage associations the opportunity to make suggestions for streets on which historical 
street signs could be installed.  

1.2 This report:  
1.2.1 provides Council with the results of the community consultation period; 
1.2.2 recommends streets on which historical street signs can be installed, and 

provides the suggested text for each sign (Attachment 1); 
1.2.3 recommends that the streets and historical sign text provided in Attachment 1 

are placed on public exhibition to provide community members with the 
opportunity to provide feedback on, or object to, the location and information 
proposed for each historical sign.  

1.3 If a period of public exhibition is approved, it is recommended that Council makes a final 
decision on the historical street signs that it approves for installation at the conclusion of 
this exhibition period.    

Councillors please note: original submissions received from historical groups are 
provided as attachment 3 of this report for your information. This attachment will not 
be included in the report that will be included in the agenda for the council meeting on 
12 march. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATION: 

2.1 That Council approves placing on public exhibition the streets and suggested text 
for historical street signs, as detailed in Attachment 1 of this report, to give 
community members the opportunity to provide feedback on, or object to, the 
location and information proposed for each historical sign. 

2.2 That Council notes that if this period of public exhibition is approved, a report will 
providing any feedback received will be presented to Council following the 
conclusion of the exhibition period. 
 

3. LEGISLATIVE POWERS: 
Local Government Act 2020 
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4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
Expenditure associated with the community consultation will include administration costs, 
which will be funded from Council’s operational budget. If the assistance of a historian (or other 
suitably qualified individual) is needed to assess any of the suggestions received, this would 
also be funded from Council’s operational budget. The cost to make new street signs, if any 
are approved by Council, is estimated to be approximately $75 per sign. 

5. ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS: 
There are no environmental sustainability implications in respect to this report. 

6. CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION CONSIDERATIONS: 
There are no climate change adaptation implications in respect to this report. 

7. CHARTER OF HUMAN RIGHTS APPLICATION: 
The rights protected in the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 were 
considered and it was determined that no rights are engaged in the recommendations made 
to Council in this report. 

8. COMMUNITY CONSULTATION: 
8.1 It is proposed that Council will promote the public exhibition period recommended in this 

report, if approved, by sending correspondence directly to properties in streets at which 
historical street signs have been proposed, and by promoting the exhibition period on 
the Participate page of Council’s website and through Council’s regular communication 
channels.  

8.2 A map showing the streets at which historical street signs have been proposed is 
provided as Attachment 2 of this report. Most of these streets are located in residential 
areas, and it is therefore considered appropriate that the owners and occupiers of 
properties in these streets be corresponded to directly so that they have the opportunity 
to provide feedback on the historical street sign that is proposed for their street. 

9. DISCUSSION: 
9.1 At its meeting held on 26 August 2019 Council approved the installation of historical 

street signage in historical areas of the municipality, and invited members of the public 
and historical and heritage associations to provide submissions requesting that historical 
street signs be installed on nominated streets.  

9.2 Following this meeting, the Sunbury and District Heritage Association made a 
submission for historical street signs to be installed for 28 streets in Sunbury. Council 
subsequently considered report number GE622 on this matter at its meeting held on 14 
June 2022 (Attachment 1) and approved installing historical signage for these 28 streets. 
Following this approval, the signs were manufactured and installed. 

9.3 Following the adoption of NOM23/010 on 14 March 2023, which sought to extend the 
historical street sign project into other historical areas of the Hume municipality, Council 
officers wrote to the following historical and heritage associations to gauge their interest 
in participating in this project: 
9.3.1 Craigieburn Historical Interest Group; 
9.3.2 Sunbury Family History and Heritage Society Inc; 
9.3.3 Broadmeadows Historical Society Inc; 
9.3.4 Friends of Will Will Rook Pioneer Cemetery Inc. 

9.4 Written and verbal responses expressing an interest in participating in the project were 
received from all of the above groups.   
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9.5 At its meeting held on 9 October 2023, Council approved the commencement of a six-

week community consultation period to allow members of the public and historical and 
heritage associations the opportunity to make suggestions for streets on which historical 
street signs could be installed.  

9.6 Suggestions made were asked to include proposed wording for the sign and verifiable 
reference information. The information that can be included on a sign will be limited to 
approximately 15 to 20 words, and the length of individual signs will vary according to 
the length of the street name and the historical information that would be printed on it. It 
is proposed that any new signs continue to use the same design that was used for 
existing signs that have been installed in Sunbury. 

9.7 This period of community consultation is now complete. Suggestions were received from 
the Sunbury Family History and Heritage Society, and the Friends of Will Will Rook 
Pioneer Cemetery Inc. No suggestions were received by individuals.  

9.8 Of the suggestions received, those that are recommended to proceed to the next stage 
of public exhibition are included in Attachment 1 of this report. The information provided 
includes the proposed street, and the text proposed for the historical street sign.  

9.9 Some suggestions received are not proposed to proceed to the next stage. These 
include suggestions where there may be some uncertainty as to the origin of the name 
(which could be considered in future phases of this project) or for streets which are not 
located in the Hume municipality. Some suggested text has also been amended based 
on research conducted by Council officers, or for some streets officers have drafted the 
suggested text in full.  

9.10 If Council approves a period of public exhibition for the names proposed in Attachment 
1, a report providing any feedback received will be presented to Council following the 
conclusion of the exhibition period. Following Council’s consideration of that report, 
installation and a commemorative event will then occur for any approved historical signs.  

9.11 Throughout history, it is widely acknowledged that places and spaces have been named 
after more men than women.  At the outset of this project, it was anticipated that the 
submissions provided would further confirm this. 

9.12 A gender impact assessment was conducted for this project. As predicted, all of the 
suggestions received for historical street signs were for streets that are named after 
males, so this project has not contributed to closing the gender inequity gap that exists 
in the naming of places and spaces in Hume City.  It in fact highlights there is much to 
do in addressing this inequity. 

9.13 The development of the Name Bank, to be undertaken through community engagement 
in the coming months, will help address this inequity. 
 

10. CONCLUSION: 
Following the conclusion of a six-week community consultation period to allow members of the 
public and historical and heritage associations the opportunity to make suggestions for streets 
on which historical street signs could be installed, this report presents Council with information 
on the suggestions received and recommendations for future actions.  
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